
 

 

March 6, 2026 

Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency 

 

 

Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans of Canada  

Signed a Memorandum of Cooperation 

 

1. Overview 

The Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency (FRA; President: Ichiro Nakayama) and the 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans of Canada (DFO; Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 

Canada to Japan: Ian McKay on behalf of DFO) signed a Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) on research 

and technical cooperation at the Canadian Embassy (Minato-ku, Tokyo) on Friday, 27 February 2026.  

 

2. Purpose 

The purpose is for FRA and DFO, as Japan and Canada's national fisheries research institutions, to 

mutually cooperate in addressing various challenges, including the impacts of climate change, by promoting 

technical and research cooperation, particularly in the field of fisheries science in the North Pacific. 

Specifically, this MoC aims to promote mutual scientific cooperation, including the joint organization of 

symposia and collaborative research, in fields such as scientific fish surveys, resource assessment, the 

application of advanced technology and automation, aquaculture science, oceanography, climate change, 

ecosystem science, modelling, and capacity development. By bringing together their complementary 

expertise and research infrastructure, FRA and DFO aim to generate stronger scientific insights that 

support healthy oceans and sustainable fisheries. 

 

3. Term 

Five years from 27 February 2026. 

Thereafter, it may be extended by mutual agreement prior to the expiry date. 

 

4. Scope of Cooperation 

(1) Holding annual meetings 

(2) Formulating and implementing jointly developed cooperative projects 

(3) Strengthening collaboration between scientists and enhancing the utilization of research outcomes 

(4) Mutual visits by researchers 

(5) Co-hosting scientific workshops and symposia in areas of mutual interest 
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Contact: 

(Regarding the MoC )  

Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency, Research Strategy Department, Research Coordination 

Division. TEL: 045-227-2690 E-mail: fra-kencho@fra.go.jp 

 

 


